
08 READING PRACTICE

31)     In the first paragraph, the writer says his view of the Oxford park-and-ride scheme is that
    A     it has actually encouraged people to drive into town.
    B     it has been an unqualified success.
    C     it has had insufficient funding.
    D     its popularity has become problematic.

32)     The writer thinks that cyclists started travelling down the pavement in one of the Oxford’s 
    busiest streets because
    A     the council put in a speed restriction measure.
    B     the pavement is very wide.
    C     there is no bike lane.
    D     in the bike lane cyclists are too close to cars.

33)     In the third paragraph, the writer says he believes that Oxford city council has shown
    ‘political cowardice’ because it
    A     is reluctant to stop cars being left in pedestrian areas.
    B     doesn’t want cyclists on the city’s roads.
    C     has narrowed some roads to discourage cyclists from using them.
    D     is unwilling to improve the standard of pavements.

34)     In the fifth paragraph, the writer suggests that the effect of his actions has been to
    A     discourage the government from giving support.
    B     lower maintenance standards for pavements.
    C     create more room on the road for other cars.
    D     encourage others to drive bigger cars.

35)     The writer’s observations at motorway service stations suggest to him that
    A     car drivers are more overweight than public transport users.
    B     people who own cars are thinner than people who hire them.
    C     people who use public transport don’t get enough exercise.
    D     cyclists ride bikes in order to keep fit.

36)     According to the writer, being without a car in Oxford
    A     has been a completely positive experience.
    B     has increased the number of acquaintances he has made.
    C     has made him stay at home more.
    D     has been a complete mistake.

You are going to read a newspaper article about the writer’s 
experience as a cyclist. For questions 31-36, choose the answer

(A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.
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3 ADVA NC E D HE LP CAR D#

Seventeen years after giving up my car, I still feel like a second-class citizen. I am trying to do the right thing, but the United 
Kingdom just isn’t run for people like me. Take our bus services. My home city, Oxford, has invested massively in a 
park-and-ride scheme: buses carry people into the centre from car parks on the outskirts. At first I thought this was a great 
idea. Now, having stood for what must amount to weeks at the busy stops, watching the full double deckers go by every 
couple of minutes without stopping, I realise it’s not just the roads which have been taken over by drivers, but also the public 
transport system.

Or take the bike lane. Most consist of lines painted on the road where it is wide and safe, which disappear as soon as it 
becomes narrow and dangerous. One of them, in Oxford, has been surfaced with small stones, which shows that the people 
who designed them have never ridden a bicycle. When we asked for a bike lane on one of the city’s busiest streets, the council 
chose instead to narrow the street and widen the pavements, in the hope that the bicycles would slow down the cars. The 
cyclists, reluctant to become human speed bumps, started travelling down the pavement.

Now, there is almost nowhere reserved for people like me. Out of political cowardice, councils and the police have given up 
enforcing the law. Preventing people from parking on the pavement would mean cutting the number of parking places, as the 
streets are otherwise too narrow. In one part of Oxford they have solved the problem by painting parking places on the 
pavement. Since my daughter was born, and I have started pushing a pram, I have been forced to walk in the middle of the 
road. In one respect this makes sense: the pavements are so badly maintained that she will only sleep when she’s being 
pushed down the smooth grey carpet laid out for the cars.

My problem is that by seeking to reduce my impact on the planet, I joined a political minority that is diminishing every year. As 
car ownership increases, its only remaining members are a handful of strange members like me, the very poor and those not 
qualified to drive. None of these groups have political power. Our demands run counter to the usual wish to be successful, and 
have a better home, job and car, and are therefore of little interest to either politicians or the media.

Now, to my horror, I find I am beginning to question even the environmental impact of my 17 years of moderation. It is true 
that my own carbon emissions have been reduced. It is also true that if everyone did the same thing the total saving would be 
enormous. The problem is that, in the absence of regulation, traffic expands to fill the available space. By refusing to own a 
car I have merely opened up road space for other people, who tend to drive more fuel-hungry models than I would have 
chosen. We can do little to reduce our impacts on the environment if the government won’t support us.

There are some compensations, however. About three or four times a year I hire a car. When I stop at motorway service 
stations, I am struck by the staggering levels of obesity: it appears to be far more prevalent there than on trains or coaches. 
People who take public transport must at least walk to the bus stop. The cyclists among us keep fit without even noticing.

Being without a car in Oxford has forced me to become more engaged with my home town. It throws me into contact with far 
more people than I would otherwise encounter. There are a couple of routes which make cycling a real pleasure: the footpath 
along the River Thames, for example, takes me most of the way to the station. But overall, as far as self-interest is concerned, 
I would struggle to claim that giving up my car was a wholly positive decision.

MY LIFE AS A HUMAN SPEED BUMP
Giving up a car has not been quite the liberating experience that George Monbiot had hoped.


