
12 READING PRACTICE

Homework: how useful is it?

Homework is an  0) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   part of school life in most countries around the world. However, 

there is still considerable debate among teachers about  1) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   homework has a 

significant educational value. On the one side are those who  2) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   that it takes too much 

time away from other more useful activities. On the other are those who see homework as 

reinforcing school lessons so that concepts will not be forgotten.  3) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   is often neglected 

in this debate is the role of the parental involvement and  4) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   or not the child’s home 

provides support for effective homework. Parents in low-income families often don’t have the time 

to make homework a priority or aren’t able to afford a computer or additional books.

5) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   money they have goes to the basic necessities of life - accommodation, food, 

clothing and heating. However, the 6) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   that only middle-class parents support their 

children’s education is quite obviously wrong. Not  7) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   well-to-do parents give the 

support they should, and some parents living in the most impoverished circumstances

8) . . . . . . . . . . . . .   find the time and energy to involve themselves in their children’s homework. 

0)    A   ingrained      B   established         C   allowed       D   accustomed

1)    A   if           B   that              C   whether      D  supposing

2)    A   tell          B   describe           C   claim        D   inform

3)    A   Whatever     B   Which            C   That         D   What

4)    A   whether      B   why              C   whatever      D   if

5)    A   Whichever     B   That              C   Whatever     D   Which

6)    A   fact         B   concept            C   idea         D   reason

7)    A   each         B   all               C   any         D   every

8)    A   imaginable     B   imagining          C   imagined      D   imagine 

For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C, or D)
best fits each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

ADVANCED
PART 1
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