
60 LISTENING PRACTICE

Extract One -  You hear two friends discussing an exhibition they have just visited, featuring a 
         female sculptor called Sue Lin.

1)   What does the woman think about the way the exhibition was set out?
    A   It enabled people to appreciate how innovative Sue’s work was.
    B    It reflected Sue’s original intentions for her sculptures.
    C    It placed too much emphasis on Sue’s contemporaries.

2)   The man says the decisions made about what to include in the exhibition have
    A   helped to increase visitor numbers.
    B    diminished his opinion of Sue’s sculptures.
    C    disappointed admirers of Sue’s talent.

Extract Two -  You hear part of a discussion between two psychology students on the subject 
of laughter.

3)   What is the man doing?
    A   describing different kinds of humour
    B    complaining about his tutor’s attitude towards his work
    C    highlighting how surroundings can influence people

4)   What do they both think about research into laughter?
    A   It is an effective way to find out about human behaviour.
    B    It should focus on the physical processes of the brain.
    C    It has become a popular field of study.

Extract Three -  You hear two friends discussing their experiences of learning to play the 
piano.

5)   The woman says that since starting to learn the piano, she’s felt
    A   more confident about facing challenges in general.
    B    newly convinced of the value of perseverance.
    C    better able to remember factual information.

6)   Which research findings into playing an instrument does the man question?
    A   that it improves abstract reasoning skills
    B    that it fosters creative thinking
    C    that it acts to relieve stress

You will hear three different extracts.
For questions 1 - 6, choose the answer (A, B or C) which fits best.
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