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Quickly�ƑĚîē�ƥĺĚ�îƑƥĿČŕĚ�ƥū�ǶŠē�ƥĺĚ�îŠƙǅĚƑƙ�ƥū�ƥĺĚƙĚ�ƐƭĚƙƥĿūŠƙɍ�

Ɇ�� � ¹ĺĚ�ǅƑĿƥĚƑ�ŠîŞĚƙ�ĲūƭƑ�ƑūŕĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ĳƑîŠēƎîƑĚŠƥƙ�ĺîǄĚ�ĿŠ�ĲîŞĿŕǋ�ŕĿĲĚɍ�¹ĺĚ�ǶƑƙƥ�Ŀƙ�îēǄĿƙĚƑɍ
   What are the other three?
•   When was it easier than it is now to teach children about beliefs and values?
•   What phenomenon is responsible for the changes in children today, according to the writer?

The role of grandparents in children’s upbringing

1)��¹ĺĚ�ǅūƑē�ĳƑîŠēƎîƑĚŠƥƙ�Ŀƙ�ēĚƙČƑĿƎƥĿǄĚ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ƭŠĿƐƭĚ�ēƭîŕ�ƎîƑĚŠƥĿŠĳ�ƑūŕĚ�ƥĺîƥ�ƥĺĿƙ�ĳĚŠĚƑîƥĿūŠ�îƙƙƭŞĚɍ�
It emphasises the vital part they play in family life. With a wealth of old world experience behind them, 
îŠē�ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĺĚ�ƭŠĿƐƭĚ�îċĿŕĿƥǋ�ƥū�ŞĚƥîŞūƑƎĺūƙĚ�ĲƑūŞ�îēǄĿƙĚƑƙ�ūƑ�ŞĚēĿîƥūƑƙ�ĿŠƥū�ŕĿƙƥĚŠĚƑƙ�ūƑ�ĲƑĿĚŠēƙɈ�ƥĺĚǋ�
can offer support and stability in an ever-changing world.

2)  The underlying sense of responsibility that goes with this is tremendous. Grandparents perform a 
balancing act between the needs of their adult children and those of their grandchildren. This role is 
ǄîƑĿĚēɍ�Tƥ�Ŀƙ�ĿŞƎĚƑĿîŕ�îƥ�ƥĿŞĚƙɈ�ŞƭƥĚē�îƥ�ūƥĺĚƑƙɍ�Tƥ�ĳūĚƙ�ƭŠēĚƑĳƑūƭŠē�ǅĺĚŠĚǄĚƑ�ƑĚƐƭĿƑĚēɈ�ċƭƥ�Ŀƥ�Ŀƙ�ƙūŕĿē�
and absolutely dependable.

3)  Grandparents often bridge the gap between parents and their children. Rebellious, independent 
ČĺĿŕēƑĚŠ�ǅĺū�îƑĚ�ƥƑǋĿŠĳ�ƥū�ǶŠē�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ĲĚĚƥ�îƑĚ�îŕŞūƙƥ�îŕǅîǋƙ�îƥ�ŕūĳĳĚƑĺĚîēƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ƎîƑĚŠƥƙɍ�¹ĺĚ�ƑūŕĚ�
of grandparents can be very important provided they act as impartial judges and are able to convey 
this feeling to both parties. Grandchildren prefer to listen to their grandparents rather than their 
ƎîƑĚŠƥƙɈ�ǅĺū�ūĲƥĚŠ�ǶŠē�ƥĺĚŞƙĚŕǄĚƙ�ƭƎ�îĳîĿŠƙƥ�î�ċƑĿČŒ�ǅîŕŕɍ

4)  One important thing, which seems to be missing in the lives of children today, is a sense of family, 
values, beliefs and principles. This is where the grandparents step in. However, instilling beliefs and 
ǄîŕƭĚƙ�Ŀƙ�Šūƥ�îƙ�Ěîƙǋ�îƙ�Ŀƥ�ǅîƙ�ǶĲƥǋ�ūƑ�ƙĿǊƥǋ�ǋĚîƑƙ�îĳūɍ�¹ĺĚŠɈ�Šū�ƐƭĚƙƥĿūŠƙ�ǅĚƑĚ�îƙŒĚē�îŠē�ƥĺĚƑĚ�ǅîƙ�îŠ�
ĿŞƎŕĿČĿƥ�ƙĚŠƙĚ�ūĲ�ƥƑƭƙƥɍ�ØĿƥĺ�ČĺîŠĳĿŠĳ�ƥĿŞĚƙ�îŠē�ČĺîŠĳĿŠĳ�ūƭƥŕūūŒƙɈ�ČĺĿŕēƑĚŠ�ĺîǄĚ�ƙƥîƑƥĚē�ƥū�ƐƭĚƙƥĿūŠ�
the validity of everything around them. Globalisation has eroded their sense of belonging and 
ǅĚîŒĚŠĚē�ĿēĚŠƥĿǶČîƥĿūŠ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�Ƒūūƥƙɍ�¬ČĿĚŠČĚ�îŠē�ƥĚČĺŠūŕūĳǋ�ĲūƑČĚ�ƥĺĚŞ�ƥū�ēūƭċƥ�ĚǄĚƑǋ�ƥƑîēĿƥĿūŠîŕ�
belief.

5)  Parents, who have so many demands on their time, are perhaps not in the best position to instil 
traditional values in their offspring. Children are very demanding and grandparents, without appearing 
to be pushy, have both the time and the experience to deal with tantrums. They can appease, soothe 
and impart values with tremendous ease. Our Indian culture is rich and varied, but how many children 
recognise this? Grandparents can teach them to appreciate cultural traditions and inform their moral 
development. 
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