
FIXED PHRASES
a fine line  -  top-notch  -  (to be) clued up  -  check (something) out

to go overboard  -  wisecracks  -  in stitches  -  up-and-coming

Last night I had such a great time. I went to the theatre with a few co-workers to see a show by an 

1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   comedian. She had me  2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ! I had tears 

streaming down my face for most of it. She 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   on lots of current events and 

had plenty of 4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   about all the talking heads on TV. The commentary was 

rather clever, actually - she managed to touch on a lot of issues without 5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

. 

There’s certainly a 6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   between joking about political issues and saying 

something that might offend someone. In my onion she did a 7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   job. I 

would definitely recommend 8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   her act!

Match each phrase with its meaning.

1)  up-and-coming

2)  in stitches

3)  was clued up

4)  wisecracks

5)  going overboard

6)  fine line

7)  top-notch

8)  checking out

A)  a funny remark, especially one that criticises someone

B)  to do something too much, or to be too excited or eager

C)  excellent

D)  to examine something or visit a place in order to learn about it

E)  a state you are in when something makes you laugh a lot

F)  when two things are very similar - yet only one is acceptable.

G)  likely to achieve success soon or in the near future

H)  having special and detailed knowledge of something
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